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Nottingham Trent University 
Annual Learning & Teaching Conference 
Tuesday 31 March 2015 
 
Programme 

8.30 -9:00 Start the day with breakfast: 

Registration, light breakfast, ‘meet the presenters’, video and poster exhibitions and 
prize giveaway   

CPLD Suite, Level 2, Chaucer Building 

09:10-09.30 

 

Introduction & Welcome 

Professor Edward Peck,  Vice-Chancellor   
Lecture Theatre 1, Chaucer Building 

09:30-10.15 Trent Institute for Learning and Teaching  

Professor Eunice Simmons, Pro Vice-Chancellor (Academic) 
Lecture Theatre 1, Chaucer Building 

10.15-10:45 Tea/Coffee  
CPLD Suite, Level 2, Chaucer Building 

11:00-12:00 Parallel sessions, Set 1 
Level 3, Chaucer Building 

12:00-13:00 Lunch 
CPLD Suite, Level 2, Chaucer Building 

13:00-14:30 Keynote address 

Engaging undergraduate students in research and inquiry: From first year 
to final year 

Professor Mick Healey 

Introduced by Jane McNeil, Director of Academic Development 

Lecture Theatre 1, Chaucer Building 

14:30-14:45 Break (Tea/Coffee) 
CPLD Suite, Level 2, Chaucer Building 

14:45- 15:45 Parallel sessions, Set 2 
Level 3, Chaucer Building 

15:45-17:00 Networking event with wine 

Video and poster exhibitions 
CPLD Suite, Level 2, Chaucer Building 
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KEYNOTE   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keynote title 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Professor Mick Healey 
 
Introduced by Jane McNeil, Director of Academic Development 
 
Engaging undergraduate students in research and inquiry: From first year to final year 
 
“For the students who are the professionals of the future, developing the ability to investigate 
problems, make judgments on the basis of sound evidence, take decisions on a rational basis, and 
understand what they are doing and why is vital.  Research and inquiry is not just for those who 
choose to pursue an academic career.  It is central to professional life in the twenty-first century.” 
Brew (2007, 7) 
 
This session is part of a wider debate of students as partners in higher education. The argument is 
two-fold.  Firstly, all undergraduate students in all higher education institutions should experience 
learning through and about research; and secondly, this is an effective way for students to develop 
the learning skills they need to succeed in their courses and their future careers. We need to see our 
students as producers, not just consumers of knowledge. Here it is suggested that the key to 
mainstreaming research and inquiry is to integrate it into the curriculum. The session will explore the 
variety of ways in which undergraduate research and inquiry based learning can stimulate learning 
development from first to final year using numerous mini-case studies from different disciplines, 
departments and institutions in Australasia, Europe and North America.  
 
Biography 

Professor Mick Healey is a HE Consultant and Researcher and Emeritus Professor at the University 
of Gloucestershire, UK. He is also a Visiting Professor at UCL, an adjunct Professor at Macquarie 
University, Australia and an International Teaching Fellow at University College Cork. Until 2010 he 
was Director of the Centre for Active Learning, a nationally funded Centre for Excellence in Teaching 
and Learning at Gloucestershire.  He was one of the first people in the UK to be awarded a National 
Teaching Fellowship (NTF) and to be made a Principal Fellow of the HE Academy. In 2013 he won a 
SEDA@20 Legacy Award for disciplinary development. Mick is an experienced presenter. Since 1995 
he has given over 500 educational workshops, seminars and conference presentations, in research-
intensive and teaching intensive universities in 18 countries. He has written and edited more than 
150 papers, chapters, books and guides on various aspects of teaching and learning in HE. He is 
often asked to act as an advisor to projects, universities and national governments on aspects of 
teaching and learning in HE.  
 
Contact: http://www.mickhealey.co.uk; mhealey@glos.ac.uk 

Selected recent references  
2014 Engagement through partnership: students as partners in learning and teaching in higher 

education. York, Higher Education Academy. (Healey M, Flint A, Harrington, K) 76pp 
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/engagement-through-partnership-students-partners-learning-and-
teaching-higher-education  

2014 Developing research-based curricula in college-based higher education. York: HE Academy 
(Healey M, Jenkins A and Lea J) 86pp http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/college-based-he/research-
based-curricula  

2013 Developing and enhancing undergraduate final year projects and dissertations. York: HE 
Academy (Healey M, Lannin L, Stibbe A and Derounian J) 93pp 
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/projects/detail/ntfs/ntfsproject_Gloucestershire10 

2012 Developing and embedding inquiry-guided learning across an institution, in Lee V (ed) The 
Power of Inquiry as a Way of Learning in Undergraduate Education, New Directions in Teaching 
and Learning. (Jenkins M and Healey M)  

2009 Developing undergraduate research and inquiry. York: HE Academy (Healey M and Jenkins A) 
152pp 
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/assets/York/documents/resources/publications/DevelopingUndergr
aduate_Final.pdf  

2005 Linking research and teaching exploring disciplinary spaces and the role of inquiry-based 
learning, in Barnett, R (ed) Reshaping the university: new relationships between research, 
scholarship and teaching McGraw-Hill/Open University Press, 67-78  

 

 

http://www.mickhealey.co.uk/
mailto:mhealey@glos.ac.uk
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/engagement-through-partnership-students-partners-learning-and-teaching-higher-education
https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/engagement-through-partnership-students-partners-learning-and-teaching-higher-education
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/college-based-he/research-based-curricula
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/college-based-he/research-based-curricula
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/projects/detail/ntfs/ntfsproject_Gloucestershire10
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/assets/York/documents/resources/publications/DevelopingUndergraduate_Final.pdf
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/assets/York/documents/resources/publications/DevelopingUndergraduate_Final.pdf
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Parallel sessions A1-A4       11:00-12.00 

Session  

 
A1 
 
Room 
CH3504 
 
Chair 
Jon Tepper 

Undergraduate students’ perceptions and experiences of research in their disciplines 
Vanessa Cui, Demi Sheppey, Centre for Academic Development and Quality 

This presentation will discuss and reflect on the findings from a small scale research project 
conducted by CADQ with NTU final year students. The project explored students’ understanding 
and experience of how research is learnt and taught within their disciplinary areas, with a view to 
enhancing current understanding and practice of research informed teaching. 

Learning to ‘fail’: Changing student mindset to develop the learning resilience required 
for research and enquiry in HE 
Udaramati Pope, Centre for Professional Learning and Development                    

Key characteristics of those who engage successfully in research activity and enquiry are tenacity 
and the willingness to ‘fail’ in order to learn. This practical workshop will apply Carol Dweck’s 
‘mindset theory’ to the use of formative assessment to support opportunities for student ‘failure’ 
as a means to developing learning. 

 
A2 
 
Room 
CH3507 
 
Chair 
Christine 
Hardy 
 

Developing students as researchers: A practical guide to getting undergraduate 
students to disseminate and publish their work (1 hour) 
Mark Griffiths, School of Social Sciences 

This paper provides a personal account of the different ways in which undergraduate work (e.g., 
research projects, module coursework, SPUR projects) can be used as material for potential 
publication. It is argued that the best students produce high quality work that can be 
disseminated to a wide range of outlets including refereed journal papers, professional journals, 
magazines and newsletters.  

 
A3 
 
Room 
CH3509 
 
Chair 
Matthew 
Homewood 

Live Lessons: Using live video links as a form of enquiry to observe and evaluate 
lessons 
Doreen Connor, School of Education 

A paper on the use of video observation of lessons as a form of enquiry. The session will explore 
the uses that are currently being made of them with further discussion on ways in which a video 
system could enhance the teaching and learning across a wide range of scenarios within both the 
University and it’s wider partnership. 

Using vodcasts to enhance teaching: Experience of using SPUR students 
Daniel King, Nottingham Business School 

This SPUR funded project took two undergraduate students to produce a series of video-podcasts. 
It explores the benefits of producing the material – including creating engaging real-life examples 
of practice, as well as the challenges – including technological and time-intensity. It concludes 
with lessons learned and possibilities for best practice. 

A4 
CH3602 
 
Chair 
Lisa 
Clughen 

Visual learning? Research adds colour to the student experience 
Carol Hall, School of Animal, Rural and Environmental Sciences 

Research into equine vision has contributed to the learning experience of students in the School of 
Animal, Rural and Environmental Sciences. Examples of input into taught provision, student 
research, conference participation and publication provide evidence for the value of seeing the 
world through the eyes of a horse. 

Research in the real world: Working with students in a river in the bleak mid-winter 
Rachel Stubbington, School of Science and Technology 

This presentation outlines a module-dominating coursework assessment in which students 
designed and conducted an investigation to answer a research question relating to ecosystem 
health. Involvement of an Environment Agency ecologist reflected the real-world relevance of the 
research. The investigation culminated in an e-conference in which students defended 
professional poster presentations. 
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Parallel sessions B1-B4       14:45 to 15:45 
 
Session  

 
B1 
 
Room 
CH3504 
 
Chair 
Ed Foster 
 

From pedagogy to andragogy: Self-directed learning and employability 
Jane Challinor, School of Social Sciences 

A module on leadership and teamwork in the final year of the BA Health and Social Care 
uses a student directed approach to develop employability skills. Exploiting the 
technology-enhanced environment of SCALE UP, students are introduced to theory and 
professional practice through enquiry based activities, peer-to-peer learning and digital 
storytelling.   

Development of an educational card-game to aid student understanding of 
chemical analytical instrumentation 
Mike Coffey, Roberta Fabricio-Loose, School of Science and Technology 

The design of an educational resource, a card-game “Laboratory Manager” is described. 
The game introduces first-year undergraduates to the range and capabilities of chemical 
analytical instrumentation. Small group problem-based activities form the core of the 
game, providing an informal and engaging setting for a novel enquiry-based introduction 
to the subject.  

 
B2 
 
Room 
CH3507 
 
Chair 
Ben 
Williams 

Personalising feedback to support student research and enquiry across the 
disciplines (1 hour) 
Nottingham Trent University Learning and Teaching Coordinator Network 

In the new world of increasingly personalised education, supporting feedback practices are 
imperative to develop student research and enquiry skills.  This session will showcase 
discipline-based practices to personalise feedback, with opportunities for interaction and 
discussion. 

 

 
B3 
 
Room 
CH3509 
 
Chair 
Sarah 
Lawther 

Readers and reading in postcolonial literature: The impact of undergraduate 
research assistants on large research projects (1 hour) 
Jenni Ramone, School of Arts and Humanities 

This session conveys the early stages of development of a substantial research project and 
demonstrates how significant benefit was gained through the recruitment of 
undergraduate research assistants. Some of my former undergraduate research assistants 
will describe their roles and experiences, as well as their impressions of the benefits 
gained from undertaking research. The informal session should enable discussion for all 
attendees and encourage those who may not have used undergraduate research assistants 
before to do so through SPUR, Humanities at Work, and departmental funds.   

  
B4 
 
Room 
CH3602 
 
Chair 
Ellie 
Kennedy 

International learning experiences to develop student aptitudes for enquiry: 
What works, what doesn’t, why do it? 
Clare Newstead, College of Arts and Science 

This paper evaluates a selection of international learning experiences offered across the 
curriculum at NTU.  It aims to understand how inquisitiveness, openness to new 
challenges, problem-solving and tolerance are enabled and considers whether study 
abroad is essential or if alternative international experiences might be equally able to 
develop such skills. 

The role of psychological literacy in enhancing the student experience 
Gareth Williams, School of Social Science 

Psychological literacy encourages the discipline to explore the role of psychology in all 
areas of life. The approach can be afforded through teaching methods such as enquiry 
based learning and research informed teaching. This session will explore the issues around 
psychological literacy and its relationship to the curriculum in psychology. 

 


	Selected recent references

