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Academic Writing Student Worksheet: 

What is Academic Writing?


Links to: Structuring your Writing, Planning your Work, Approaching the Question.

Introduction 

If you have already read the What is Academic Writing? information sheet, then you already know what features academic writing usually includes. The following activity contains real life examples of what some academic writing might look like. 
Academic English usually includes the following features: 
· Subject specific words 
· References
· Formal tone/language
· Examples of writing in the third person
Now read the extracts below and try to decide whether they include any of the features listed above. 
Example 1
Gender has been an issue throughout history for example women didn’t fight in WW2. This is because people thought that they should stay at home and look after the kids, but I think they could have fought in the wars because some women are stronger than men. 

Subject specific words 

Y/N     Formal Tone/Language 
Y/N
Writing in the third person 
Y/N     References 


Y/N
Example 2  
Referring to Payne (2000), one of the indicators of social divisions is unequal access to resources and thus different chances and life styles. Such unequal access is most clearly seen by a person’s ability to acquire goods and services for his or her own personal needs. This is primarily influenced by people’s employment access to income and amount of income. 
Subject specific words 

Y/N     Formal Tone/Language 
Y/N
Writing in the third person 
Y/N     References 


Y/N

Example 3 
With classification of ownership and form of leases required for financial statements, the UK has been using the substance over form method, SSAP 21 for operating leases and finance leases. This requires the total expenses be charged as an expense in the profit and loss account, being detailed in a note structure for operating leases. 
Subject specific words 

Y/N     Formal Tone/Language 
Y/N
Writing in the third person 
Y/N     References 


Y/N

Example 4
It can be seen that selected art galleries around London, often offer members of the public the opportunity to engage with art for free. This can allow members of society who may be jobless, struggling to find work or in between jobs the chance to still experience the developing culture of the art world. 
Subject specific words 

Y/N     Formal Tone/Language 
Y/N
Writing in the third person 
Y/N     References 


Y/N

What’s the Answer? 
Example 1
Includes subject specific words; however, this is a poor example of academic writing as it:
· Includes contractions such as didn’t – always write these out in full; did not. 

· Uses informal English; kids should be children.

· Should not be written in the first person; I think, unless specified and should include evidence to support points; people thought. 

Example 2
Includes subject specific words, references, formal tone and language and examples of writing in the third person:
· References and evidence to support points; Payne (2000).
· Subject specific terminology, such as social divisions
· Use of the third person; a person’s ability. 

Example 3
Includes subject specific words and formal tone and language:
· Subject specific words, such as operating leases
Example 4 
Includes examples of writing in the third person; however, this is a poor example as the writing:
· Is not concise; in this example there are a lot of unnecessary words.

· Does not include references; which galleries? 

· Uses informal colloquial words; jobless
When reading articles from your specific subject look out for the types of features described above and note down any discipline specific conventions that may be prevalent in your field. Next time you are completing an assignment try to remember to include some of those features in your own writing. 

For more academic writing advice from Nottingham Trent University see the Learnhigher website at: 
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http://www.learnhigher.ac.uk/learningareas/academicwriting/home.htm 
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