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Who or what is the Health Protection Agency (HPA)? 

How is the Agency structured to deliver services locally?

What opportunities are there for students in the HPA?

How did we go about recruiting to the 2 student posts?

Project work
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There’s only one thing predictable about life as an 
Environmental Health Practitioner. No two days will ever be 
the same. And that's because of the amazingly wide scope 
of our work.

We’re here to protect the public's health and improve the 
general quality of life. 

Everything from the air we breathe and the food we eat, to 
the water we swim in, the houses we live in and the places 
we work in… all of these things affect our well-being. Not 
surprisingly, we’re here, there and everywhere. ………..

http://www.cieh.org/
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HPA Organisational Structure

Centre 
for Infections
(Colindale)

Centre for Emergency 
Preparedness 
and Response

Local and Regional
Services

HPA East Midlands
Regional Office: 
RD, HEPAs, CET

Health 
Protection

Units

Centre for Radiation, Chemical & 
Environmental Hazards

http://www.hpa.org.uk

Health Protection 
Specialist
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Local and Regional Services in the East Midlands

HPA East Midlands
Regional Office: 
RD, HEPAs, CET

South
Health Protection Unit
Grove Park, Leicester

0116 263 1400

North 
Health Protection Unit

Pleasley, Mansfield
01623 819000

Grantham 
Local Office

01476 514696 

Consultants in Communicable Disease Control, CCDCs,

Public Health/Specialist Health Protection Nurses, 

Information Officers , Administrators/clerical, 

, Trainees

http://www.hpa.org.uk/eastmidlandsnorth/default.htm

Health Protection 
Specialist/

Environmental Scientist

Health Protection 
Specialist/

Environmental Scientist
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Local and Regional Services in the East Midlands
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Inter-Agency Working/Liaison

LACoRS

Environmental Health Services – Local Authorities

GPs and 
hospital doctors

Laboratories and Acute Trusts

Primary Care Trusts

Private Sector Companies
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Inter-Agency Working/Liaison

Working with and supporting other agencies on 
contaminated land and other contamination issues –

chronic and acute
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Inter-Agency Working/Liaison

Working with and supporting other agencies on infectious 
disease, microbiology or other public health issues
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Student/Trainees in the HPA

South West Region and West 
Midlands

Opportunities for student EHPs

1 year training

Insufficient interest

East Midlands

Opportunities for two bursaries

3 month supported placements

Positive interest
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Student/Trainees in the HPA

Development of 
Job Description

Project Review

Desirable/Essential
Criteria;

Independent
GIS skills

Project management
Communication 

Liaison with
Nottingham Trent and 

Derby University

Health 
Protection

Units

Regional 
Health 

Protection
Team

Appointment

Interviews

Project Development Evaluation of HPA Training
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The Project

Named in 1976 after an outbreak 
of fatal respiratory disease in 
Philadelphia

Cases noted in 1947 (and before)

Around 30 deaths, approx. 200 
cases of illness

Belle View Stratford Hotel
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The Project
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The Project
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Student/Trainees in the HPA

Evaluation
Student interviews by HPA training coordinator
Interviews of student trainers working in the HPA
Other HPA staff involved, including Regional 
Director/local Health Protection Unit Leads
Contact with Local Authorities involved
University
Project evaluation 
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The Future?

•Raising the national profile of Trainees in the HPA

•Possible further HPA supported student placements and 
wider career opportunities

•Local Authority/NHS etc joint student/trainee placements

•Inter-agency project work

•Seconded students/trainees

•Inter-agency liaison and training exercises – joined up 
working
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